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Liquid Margins

MIRIAM GARCIA GARCIA  This term imagines a future in which

the water-city dialogue is achieved through the articulation of the fluid
folds that make up present and future shores. New “margins” capable of
merging topography, walls and soils with different infiltration capacities
and vegetation. Spaces designed to accommodate multiple uses, in
harmony with the changing conditions of the place. Their flow variations
can be undulating or porous, multilevel or stratified, and fractured or
disjointed: the fundamental thing is to allow for the passage of water.

In a scenario of environmental crisis and growing abandonment,
water is a central theme of critical discussion, representing a resource
for these spaces and, at the same time, a potential danger. In this sense,
“liquidity” is an opportunity to establish new balances in the environment,
intertwining the water issue with social and environmental issues.

The objective is to identify regenerative transitions marked by dynamism
and impermanence, which invite us to reconsider the boundaries between
water bodies and the city from a transformative perspective.

This attitude towards place, its dynamics and ecologies, not only
provides resilience, but also implies its regeneration, expanding the
range of species that can inhabit the riverside, paying special attention
to transitional ecosystems.

Water changes nature and form depending on the morphology of the
basin, soil characteristics and anthropogenic factors; and, at the same
time, it is a collective good that nourishes places and determines their
habitability and development. Thus, the design of the margins, on all
scales, constitutes an opportunity to redefine the relationship between
water and society.

RELATED WORDS

Fluid Lands p.74



Words and Worlds

Words do not merely describe the world — they
actively shape it. Every architectural idea, every
cultural shift, begins with language, with new
terms emerging precisely at the threshold where
existing words fail to encompass new realities.’

In an era defined by unprecedented environmental
urgency, where our very relationship to water is
undergoing profound transformation, the necessity
for a new lexicon becomes not merely linguistic,
but epistemological.

The climate crisis, as the United Nations starkly
states, is fundamentally a water crisis. Yet our
existing vocabulary - rooted deeply in outdated
paradigms of dominance, extraction and control
— proves inadequate to articulate the emerging
complexities and urgencies surrounding water.
Modern western terminology limits our ability to
envision and therefore enact alternative relationships
with the world’s most vital resource. If we are to
reimagine our future with water, we first must
redefine the language we use to describe, interpret
and engage with it.
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100 Words for Water: A Projective Ecosocial
Vocabulary addresses precisely this epistemological
need. Through a collaborative effort involving
thinkers, scientists, activists, philosophers and
architects from around the globe, this collection
constructs a fresh, conceptual toolkit. The words
you have just read do not merely introduce new ideas
- they embody transformative visions, demanding
that we reconsider water as more than
a passive resource. Each term or definition is a
seed for alternative practices, reframing water
as an active agent, a living system, a subject of
care and a partner in our shared future.

lllustrated with images of global case studies,
this book situates its vocabulary within tangible,
hopeful and expansive scenarios next to images
of political struggle or scientific research, showing
the multiple scales in which the project operates.
Each term represents an attempt to move beyond
scarcity narratives and towards a new imaginary,
towards equity and interdependence. By exploring
these emerging lexicons, we gain not just new
words but entirely new frameworks through which
to understand the interconnectedness of ecological,
political and social systems.

This publication is part of the broader
initiative, “Water Parliaments: Projective Ecosocial
Architectures”, an exploration of multispecies
futures presented at the 19th International
Architecture Exhibition - La Biennale di Venezia.
However, the critical intervention of this book lies
not merely in its ties to this larger project, but in
its fundamental proposition - that language itself
holds transformative power. By redefining how
we speak about water, we initiate a vital shift in



consciousness, capable of producing radical
ecosocial change.

In the face of climate emergency, new vocabularies
open pathways to previously unimaginable futures.
This is not simply a collection of terms; it is a lexicon
of possibility, a glossary for survival, coexistence
and stewardship. 100 Words for Water: A Projective
Ecosocial Vocabulary calls upon us to rethink
language as activism, architecture as dialogue and
water as the living voice that binds all life.

To engage with this vocabulary is to participate
actively in reshaping not just how we talk about water
- but how we live with it, share it and protect it,

in a collective quest for hydric justice.

Eva Franch i Gilabert
Mireia Luzarraga
Alejandro Muifo
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Water is not just a resource — it is a voice, a right, a system

of relations. Water shapes landscapes, communities

and futures. It nourishes, resists and demands justice.

This book is a collective call to rethink water beyond scarcity
and control — toward care, equity and resilience. Through
key terms defined by leading voices in science, activism,
architecture and design, it builds a new lexicon for hydric
justice. lllustrated with global case studies, it offers
a vocabulary for fluid futures, where water is not just a body
but a living force that connects us all.
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